SENATE BILL No. 337

Introduced by Senator Alquist

February 25, 2009

An act to amend Section 14011.16 of, to amend and repeal Section
14005.25 of, and to repeal Sections 14011.17 and 14011.18 of, the
Welfare and Institutions Code, relating to Medi-Cal.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 337, as introduced, Alquist. Medi-Cal: continuous eligibility:
semiannual status reports.

Existing law establishes the Medi-Cal program, administered by the
State Department of Health Care Services, under which basic health
care services are provided to qualified low-income persons. The
Medi-Cal program is partially governed and funded under federal
Medicaid provisions.

Existing law, until January 1, 2012, requires the department, subject
to the availability of federal financial participation, to exercise a federal
option to expand continuous eligibility to children 19 years of age and
younger for 6 months, after which date the continuous eligibility period
shall be from the date of a determination of eligibility to the earlier of
either the end of a 12-month period following the -eligibility
determination or the date the child exceeds 19 years of age.

This bill would eliminate the provisions limiting continuous eligibility
to 6 months, would make those provisions that become operative on
January 1, 2012, applicable commencing January 1, 2010, and would
make conforming changes.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 14005.25 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code, as amended by Section 27 of Chapter 758 of the Statutes of
2008, is amended to read:

14005.25. (a) To the extent federal financial participation is
available, the department shall exercise the option under Section
1902(e)(12) of the federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Sec.
1396a(e)(12)) to extend continuous eligibility to children 19 years
of age and younger. A child shall remain eligible pursuant to this
subdivision from the date of a determination of eligibility for
Medi-Cal benefits until the earlier of either:

(1) The end of a 12-month period following the eligibility
determination.

(2) The date the individual exceeds the age of 19 years.

(b) This section shall be implemented only if, and to the extent
that, federal financial participation is available.

(c) Notwithstanding Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section
11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code,
the department shall, without taking regulatory action, implement
this section by means of all county letters or similar instructions.
Thereafter, the department shall adopt regulations in accordance
with the requirements of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section
11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

SEC. 2. Section 14005.2’5 of th’e Welfare and Institutions Co.de,
as added by Section 28 of Chapter 758 of the Statutes of 2008, is
repealed.
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SEC. 3. Section 14011.16 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
is amended to read:

14011.16. (a) Commencing August 1, 2003, the department
shall implement a requirement for beneficiaries to file semiannual
status reports as part of the department’s procedures to ensure that
beneficiaries make timely and accurate reports of any change in
circumstance that may affect their eligibility. The department shall
develop a simplified form to be used for this purpose. The
department shall explore the feasibility of using a form that allows
a beneficiary who has not had any changes to so indicate by
checking a box and signing and returning the form.

(b) Beneficiaries who have been granted continuous eligibility
under Section 14005.25 shall not be required to submit semiannual
status reports. To the extent federal financial participation is
available, all children under 19 years of age shall be exempt from
the requirement to submit semiannual status reports.
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(c) Beneficiaries whose eligibility is based on a determination
of disability or on their status as aged or blind shall be exempt
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from the semiannual status report requirement described in
subdivision (a). The department may exempt other groups from
the semiannual status report requirement as necessary for simplicity
of administration.

(d) When a beneficiary has completed, signed, and filed a
semiannual status report that indicated a change in circumstance,
eligibility shall be redetermined.

(e) Notwithstanding Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section
11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code,
the department shall implement this section by means of all county
letters or similar instructions without taking regulatory action.
Thereafter, the department shall adopt regulations in accordance
with the requirements of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section
11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

(6

() This section shall be implemented only if and to the extent
federal financial participation is available.

SEC. 4. Section 14011.17 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
is repealed.

SEC.5. Section 14011.18 of the Welfare and In-stitutions Code
IS repealed.
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